THE ALABAMA  CLAIMS.                    227

of the question being thus removed by means of the
most complete concession on the part of the British
Government. The new Convention was laid before
the Senate of the United States, and almost unani-
mously rejected by that Assembly.

In October last, the question was revived in a
despatch from Mr. Fish, the American Minister for
Foreign Affairs, which was communicated by Mr.
Motley (who had succeeded Mr. Eeverdy Johnson) to
our Government. The object of this despatch was, in
Mr. Fish's own words, "to state the position and
maintain the attitude of the United States in the
various relations and aspects of the grave controversy
with Great Britain." It was not, he continued,
" written in the nature of a claim, for the United
States now make no demand against Her Majesty's
Government for the injuries they feel they have
sustained." They preferred, he said, to leave the
time at which negotiations with a view to the settle-
ment of the question should be renewed, and the
manner of its settlement, to the consideration of the
British Government. When the British Government
thought that time had come, they would, he added,
be ready to consider with all due attention and im-
partiality any proposition which it might have to offer.
The despatch was, in fact, an elaborate recapitulation
of the ground of complaint against Great Britain
which had so long been insisted upon. It also referred
to the reasons which had led to the rejection of the
Convention by the Senate of the United States.
Lord Clarendon replied by expressing the surprise and